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SPLASHmail Events, news and views for the ocean-minded

July/August 2017

From Sea, to Sea, to Shining Sea

There is an expression (attributed to several people) that says, “To those whom much is
given, much is expected.” If the expression is true, then the fact that Canada has the
world’s longest coastline—bordering the Pacific, Atlantic and Arctic oceans—implies great
responsibility.
CaNOE is doing its part by working towards ocean literacy and connecting like-minded
Canadians from the Arctic to Atlantic to Pacific coasts and everywhere in between. And
we’re as much about celebrating current efforts as we are about moving the ball forward.
We're not alone—many other organizations and several levels of governments are also
conducting research, or engaging and educating Canadians about the ocean.
The goal of Canada’s Three Oceans project (Fisheries and Oceans Canada 2007-2008)
was to observe North Pacific, Arctic, and North Atlantic waters and establish a scientific
basis for sustainable long-term monitoring. Scientists used Canadian Coast Guard
icebreakers as research vessels along a 15,000 km route to take measurements of ocean
temperature, salinity, oxygen, nutrients, tracers, sediments, viruses, bacteria, plankton,
birds, and whales. Results of the voyage represent a snapshot in time, to which future
measurements can be compared.
Since 2000, Students on Ice has led educational expeditions to the Arctic and Antarctic.
This year, as part of the Canada 150 celebrations, the Students on Ice Foundation
organized Canada C3, a 150-day sailing journey starting in Toronto, sailing down the St.
Lawrence River, through the Northwest Passage, around Alaska and down to Victoria,
B.C. Described as an “epic” voyage, Canada C3 is celebrating the environment, sharing
the stories of coastal communities, and connecting Canadians from coast to coast to
coast.
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According to the C3 website, the voyage’s digital classroom is “a key element of the
Canada C3 expedition.” It is designed for students, teachers, classrooms, schools and
families to virtually experience, engage with, and learn from this pan-Canadian journey.
You can follow the Canada C3 ship throughout its journey through the interactive map.
Watch a short video review of the second leg of the journey here.

And because it’s campfire and picnic season, and you might need some ocean trivia to
casually toss around, here are a few ocean tidbits from Canadian Oceanography –
Learning
The Arctic Ocean is the smallest of the earth’s five oceans, and the shallowest. It is
connected to the Pacific Ocean through the Bering Strait, and the Atlantic Ocean
through the Greenland Sea.
The Pacific Ocean is the world’s largest body of water, and encompasses a third of
the earth’s surface. It was named by Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan from
the latin Mare Pacificum meaning “peaceful sea.”
The Atlantic Ocean is the earth’s second largest ocean, covering approximately
one-fifth of the planet’s surface. The ocean’s name, derived from Greek mythology,
means the “Sea of Atlas.”
P.S. The SPLASHmail team usually takes a break in August. Stop and say hello if you see
us out there leaping over tidepools, paddling the waterways, or strolling sandy beaches...

Blog Bite
Canadian Sea Turtle Network
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An Atlantic Ridley Turtle found alive, but suffering from hypothermia, was taken in for veterinary care.

In this month's blog, Kayla Hamelin tells us all about the Canadian Sea Turtle Network, a
Halifax-based environmental charity that works to study and conserve endangered sea
turtles in Canadian waters and beyond.
The network grew out of a collaboration between scientists, Atlantic Canadian fishers and
coastal community members. An initial citizen science project that encouraged fishers and
other mariners to call in sea turtle sightings resulted in thousands of confirmed sightings,
and it became clear that Atlantic Canada is an important part of leatherback turtle habitat.
In fact, during the summer months, Canada hosts more foraging leatherbacks than almost
anywhere else on earth.
Read the blog to learn more about the network and its research, and about how you can
become one of their citizen scientists.

Ocean Discoveries
A spindly sponge that snares its snacks!

https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=68757242&type=30

3/12

3/29/2020

Editor blank content page

Cladorhiza kenchingtonae

Canadian researchers from the Bedford Institute of Oceanography (Department of
Fisheries and Oceans) have discovered a new species of sponge, which has been named
Cladorhiza kenchingtonae after Canadian benthic ecologist, Dr. Ellen Kenchington.
The sponge measures approximately 2 m and was found at about 3000 m below the
surface on the Flemish Cap, north east of the Grand Banks, during a research trip in 2010.
It was originally spotted using a remotely-operated vehicle (ROV) and a sample was
collected. In addition to being a newly-described species, it is a noteworthy finding
because this sponge is carnivorous. In contrast to its bulbous, filter-feeding relatives, this
spindly sponge has tiny hook-like spicules (skeletal elements found in sponges), which
create a velcro-like surface for snaring zooplankton. Read more here
Photo credit: Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Spotlight
This month it's all about us!
On August 28, CaNOE will be holding a reception and Annual General Meeting from
5 - 7 PM, at the Royal British Columbia Museum.
Formal and informal educators, and members (and potential members!) of CaNOE
are welcome to attend. The event is being held in conjunction with an ocean-focused
Pro-D-Day, The Big Blue & You - The Ocean in 21st Century Learning.
This will be a perfect opportunity to network with other educators over refreshments,
learn more about the Canadian Network for Ocean Education, and participate in
CaNOE's third Annual General Meeting.
Ocean Networks Canada has sponsored a limited number of travel bursaries (up to
$150 each) to help CaNOE members attend both events or just the AGM/reception.
And speaking of the AGM...
Nominations are now open for the 2017 - 2018 CaNOE Board of Directors
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=68757242&type=30
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Eligibility: CaNOE members in good standing are eligible to vote, nominate
consenting board candidates, and run for positions available on the Board of
Directors. The CaNOE Board consists of four executive directors, including the two
co-chairs (officially president and vice-president), the treasurer and the secretary.
There are currently up to eight directors at large on the board. Directors are elected
for a one-year term and new terms this year begin August 28, 2017.
Commitment: All board positions are volunteer and entail obligations to carry out
duties on behalf of the society. The CaNOE Board currently meets by phone/internet
on a bi-monthly schedule (six times per year). Executive directors meet monthly and
co-chairs more frequently. Each director-at-large is expected to prepare for,
participate in and follow-up on actions from bi-monthly board meetings. Directors-atlarge are expected to chair, co-chair or participate in at least one working group as
well. Working groups meet on an ad hoc basis, most monthly or bi-monthly.
Skills and experience required: Although we will happily accept all nominations, at
this time the CaNOE Board would particularly benefit from members with fundraising
skills and experience, legal and financial skills, negotiation skills, or experience in the
non-profit sector, board development and governance, and teaching experience
including adult learners.
Positions Open: All positions (including executive) are open although some board
members are willing to stand again.
Process: If you would like to run, or know someone who would be great (and is
willing), please send a close-up head-shot photo, and a 150-word (max) bio outlining
who you are, the position you are interested in, why you want to join the Board, and
the experience you would bring to CaNOE by July 19, 2017 to info@oceanliteracy.ca
Voting will be held online during August, as part of the new Annual General Meeting
process. Results will be announced at the CaNOE AGM on August 28, 2017 at the
Royal BC Museum in Victoria, BC.
CaNOE would like to thank Ocean Networks Canada and the Royal BC Museum for
sponsoring our AGM.
Questions, comments, suggestions, or nominations? Please email
info@oceanliteracy.ca
We look forward to hearing from you!

Ocean Living and Learning
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In honour of World Oceans Day, Damien Kenny from The Water Filter Men produced a
video with "a host of extraordinary facts about the world’s oceans." He thought we might
like to share it with our members, and he was right. Watch the video here.

What Are Forage Fish?
In this episode of Jim Toomey's Cartoon Crash Course, learn about “Forage Fish.”
Forage fish are small species such as herring, menhaden, and sardines that swim in big
schools and feed on plankton. Though tiny, forage fish play a massive role in our ocean's
ecosystem, serving as a critical food source for species ranging from sharks and whales
to seals and seabirds. Watch and learn how the littlest fish make a big difference, and how
fisheries leaders can help protect populations from overfishing.
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An update from our friends at Coastal Connections
Each spring for the past 12 years, Coastal Connections has partnered with the
Newfoundland and Labrador English School District to run a Marine Biology Mini
Enrichment course for junior high students. This year Coastal Connections hosted 66
students! The students came out in groups of 22, for two days each to discover, explore
and learn about all things ocean.
On board a floating classroom, the MV Coastal Explorer, the students learned how to take
oceanographic water samples, explored the life of plankton through microscopes, and got
up close and personal with local invertebrates and fishes. They also explored the
coastline, learned about the geological influence on our oceans, investigated the intertidal
zone and did a squid dissection. It was another fantastic program this year; the students
were so engaged and learned a lot, all while having fun. The Newfoundland spring
weather even cooperated, for the most part!

Board Soundings
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Here’s a big shout out to all the CaNOE members who celebrated and shared during
Ocean Day, Ocean Week and Ocean Month this year. Thank you. All the diverse and
excellent ways to raise awareness about ocean literacy add up to make a positive
difference. A big thank you as well to all the CaNOE members who volunteer.
Canada’s long days of summer growth are here, and as plankton blooms and the whales
and forage fish fatten up, CaNOE volunteers prepare for CaNOE’s third AGM to be held in
Victoria, BC on August 28. This year the AGM is at the Royal BC Museum in conjunction
with a collaborative Educators’ Pro-D Workshop supported by the RBC Museum, Ocean
Networks Canada, NSERC PromoScience, and CaNOE. We are grateful to Ocean
Networks Canada for providing us with travel bursary funds to assist members to attend
the AGM/Pro-D. More details will be coming soon.
The Pro-D event “Big Blue and You: Ocean Literacy in 21st Century Learning” runs a half
day on Monday, August 28 through to the afternoon of August 29, making a wonderful
‘sandwich’ for the CaNOE AGM and “Blue Drinks” reception early in the evening on the
28. In the weeks leading up to the AGM, we will be holding our first online board election
and we encourage you to step up, if not for the board then please consider joining a
working group this fall. 2018 promises to be an exciting year for CaNOE with follow-up to
last month's UN Oceans Conference and our own Ocean Literacy Conference in St.
John's NL in July 2018!
Enjoy your summer and thanks for pulling together for ocean literacy,
Anne Stewart & Heather Murray, Co-chairs.

Other Important Stuff
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The Canadian Sea Turtle Centre is now open for the season! Open 10 am - 6 pm, 7
days per week, all summer, Salter Street, Halifax waterfront.
During your visit you’ll learn about the endangered leatherback sea turtle, see
specimens and artifacts, and find out what marine biologists at the cutting edge of sea
turtle research are working on right now. Friendly staff and volunteers are always
prepared to help kids with crafts and hands-on activities. More info

Marine Education and Research Society

From urban centres to remote communities, if you live on BC's coast, MERS is
striving to be of use to you. MERS is going far and wide to share their work on the
return of Humpback Whales from the brink of extinction - all the good news, their
remarkable feeding strategies, and the need for raised awareness for the sake of
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=68757242&type=30
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whale AND boater safety. Presenter is MERS Education Director and Humpback
Researcher Jackie Hildering aka The Marine Detective.
Presentations continue until September 22, 2017. Check the MERS website for a
complete list of dates and locations.

Upcoming Events
Help us promote ocean education events in Canada and beyond by telling us what you or others
are planning. Click here to submit an event for the next SPLASHmail!

JULY
Our Coastal Connections Exhibit Opening - How our Historic Ties to the Water Have Inﬂuenced
Fascinating Local Sustainability Initiatives
July. 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Seine Net Loft, Britannia Shipyards Natl Historic Site, Richmond, BC
This opening event for the year-long exhibit will engage families with local sustainability
initiatives, including net recycling, protection of eelgrass meadows, green boating (including a
new, free app) and a storytelling mermaid who leads art activities with recycled media.
Introduction to Marine Biology - Huntsman Marine Science Centre
July 10 - 14. St. Andrews, NB
A fun hands-on introduction to marine biology and Bay of Fundy research projects. Discover the
diversity of invertebrates, ﬁsh, seabirds and mammals that live in and around the Bay of Fundy.
Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup
July 19. 10:00 AM. Discovery Passage Aquarium, Campbell River, BC
This Shoreline Cleanup brings together the community of Campbell River and helps clean up our
ocean shores. Our goal is to educate, inspire and provide a platform for members of the
community to become active in making an environmental difference.
Creatures of the Not So Deep - Metro Vancouver Regional Parks

July 22. 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM. Belcarra Regional Park
Drop by for free family fun! Take part in a beach seine, discover everything you ever wanted to
know about crab ﬁshing and enjoy other activities to connect you to the creatures that reside
below low tide.
Beach Walks for Raven- Pull Together - Sierra Club of B.C. and Dr. Abby Schwarz (Marine
Biologist)
July 22, 10:00 AM and July 23, 10:45 AM. Stanley Park, Vancouver, BC
Two 2.5 hr beach walks to learn about intertidal life and the tides. Part of a fundraising effort to
support First Nations legal challenges to the Kinder Morgan pipelines and tankers project.
Introduction to Marine Mammal & Seabirds - Huntsman Marine Science Centre
July 24 - 28. St. Andrews, NB
Discover the diversity of whales, porpoise, seals and seabirds that live in and around the Bay of
Fundy. Open to students 15-18 years old and family members.
Summer 2017 Courses and Camps - Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium and Marine Science
Centre
July - August. St. Andrew's, NB
Sharks, whales, seals or sea stars…no matter what your young explorer is passionate about,
there’s a marine experience waiting that is sure to surprise and delight! Registration now open
for summer courses and day camps, filled with fun, hands-on education, activities and marine
animal encounters.
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=68757242&type=30
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Ocean Adventurer Outdoor Summer Camp - SeaSmart
July 17 - 21, July 31 - Aug 4 & Aug 14 - 18. Mon - Fri. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Acadia Beach,
Vancouver, BC
Wish your kids would spend less time playing video games or on their phones and more time in
nature? Sea Smart’s outdoor summer camps at the beach get youth excited about our oceans
and empower them to become environmental champions.

AUGUST
All Things Marine - Huntsman Marine Science Centre
August 8 - 11. St. Andrews, NB
A hands-on introduction to marine biology, with a little bit of maritime history. Open to families and
friends, 10 years old and over.
Camp Suzuki: Howe Sound - David Suzuki Foundation
August 13-18. Sign up before July 15. Gambier Island, BC
A rare opportunity to hone environmental leadership skills and connect with nature on an isolated
island. The program empowers young adults (18+) to champion conservation in their own
magniﬁcent region. Themes focus on Squamish Nation culture and language, community
organizing, conservation leadership and Howe Sound marine ecosystems.
The Big Blue and You: The Ocean in 21st Century Learning - Ocean Networks Canada, Royal
BC Museum and CaNOE
August 28,1:30 - 5 PM and August 29, 8:30 AM-3:45 PM. Victoria, BC
Ocean-focused Pro-D Day: become acquainted with the growing network advancing ocean
literacy in Canada; explore cool, weird and wonderful marine creatures in the Museum's
collections; and dive into ONC’s Ocean Sense program to explore learning resources newly
created for the BC curriculum that integrate western science with Indigenous place-based
knowledge.
CaNOE Annual General Meeting and Reception
August 28, 5:00 PM. Royal BC Museum, Victoria, BC
Meet local directors of the CaNOE Board and enjoy refreshments and networking with fellow
ocean educators, scientists, and enthusiasts.

AND BEYOND...
9th World Environmental Education Congress - Institute for Environmental Learning
September 9 -15. Vancouver, BC
WEEC 2017 is an international meeting point for everyone working with education for
environment and sustainable future or who has an interest in the ﬁeld.
Sustainable Oceans 2017 - Seeing Blue: Envisioning our Future Oceans - Students from the
Marine Affairs Program, 2017 - 2018, Dalhousie University
Sept 22 - 23. Halifax, NS
The conference is free and accessible to all who are interested in learning more about the
oceans and marine conservation and stewardship. The Call for Abstracts is now open – deadline
March 5, 2017. Please see the website for details.
European Marine Science Education Association (EMSEA) Conference 2017
Oct 7 - 10. Valetta, Malta
EMSEA17 is the fifth annual conference that brings together educators, scientists, policy makers
and ocean enthusiasts from around the globe, not just Europe. Provides an opportunity to share
ideas, collaborate and inspire.

UNSUBSCRIBE
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