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SPLASHmail Events, news and views for the ocean-minded

March 2017

Say hello to Canada’s newest Marine
Protected Area

Canadian history has been defined by our oceans and they continue to support fisheries,
tourism, transportation, and research. Like most marine ecosystems around the world,
however, our oceans are facing increased pressure from both new and historic uses.
The government of Canada established the Oceans Act in 1997, and within that Act, they
recognized the need to manage the oceans and integrate marine conservation with
development activities to maintain healthy ecosystems. There are several initiatives for the
conservation and protection of the oceans within the Act, including the Marine Protected
Areas (MPA) program.
Fisheries and Oceans Canada establishes MPAs for a variety of purposes, including the
conservation and protection of habitats for aquatic species at risk, and the conservation
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and protection of unique aquatic habitats and marine areas of high biodiversity or high
biological productivity.
In February 2017, Canada announced the designation of the Hecate Strait and Queen
Charlotte Sound Glass Sponge Reefs as Canada’s newest Marine Protected Area.

"The four reefs in the MPA are thought to be over 9,000 years old. They were the first
discovered living examples of glass sponge reefs, thought to be extinct worldwide, that
existed during the Jurassic period. Live glass sponge reefs are unique to Pacific coastal
waters. The MPA is composed of three individual areas known as the Northern Reef, the
Central Reefs, and the Southern Reef. Together these three areas cover approximately
2,410 square kilometers."
Read more about the Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound Glass Sponge Reef
ecosystem, and about what Canada is doing to protect our oceans.

BLOG BITE
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Re-Imagining Atlantic Harbours
In this month’s blog post, Lydia Ross tells the story of the Re-Imagining Atlantic Harbours
2050 project.
The project includes installing an interactive water-quality testing station and interpretive
panel along the Halifax harbourfront. The panel will feature a map showcasing the
harbour, its eight watersheds, and the urban environment as one marine ecosystem with
historic and ecological value.
Through interpretative education, hands-on learning, and an online resource portal for
everything marine science, the project team hopes to change the way people think and
talk about the Halifax harbour. Project team members also hope that celebrating its
cultural and ecological significance will help locals and visitors connect more closely to the
harbour, show them its value, and help them understand their influence on harbour health
through their day-to-day actions.
The project team hope to install the panel and open the interactive station to the public on
April 22nd, Earth Day.
Read the rest of the blog here.

Ocean Discoveries
Sea Grass and Sewage
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A new study led by Cornell University researchers has identified an important ecosystem
service provided by seagrass beds: reducing harmful bacteria levels in polluted waters.
The research team tested seawater off the coast of four islands in the Spermonde
Archipelago, Indonesia, where marine pollution from untreated sewage is common due to
a lack of waste-management infrastructure. At sampling sites within seagrass meadows,
there was a significant reduction in levels of bacterial pathogens capable of causing
disease in humans (e.g., Enterococcus) and marine animals, compared to paired control
sites without seagrass. Furthermore, coral disease prevalence was significantly less on
reef-building corals associated with seagrass beds compared to control reefs without
seagrass nearby.
Future research aims to identify the mechanism by which seagrass meadows are able to
reduce pathogen loads, although the research team has speculated that sediment
retention by the seagrass or filter feeders living within the meadow may play a role.
Seagrass beds are already known to be ecologically important for nutrient cycling,
sediment stabilization, carbon sequestering, and providing nursery habitat. This study
further highlights the value of seagrass beds to human and marine animal health,
emphasizing the importance of protecting coastal seagrass ecosystems, which are
currently under threat worldwide from coastal development and other habitat disturbances.
Read more about the study here.
Photo credit: Joleah Lamb

SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to Christy Wilson! You've won The Marine
Detective's beautiful kelp canvas for recruiting the most new
members this past month!
As many of you know, we have been using the Spotlight column to introduce you to a
new CaNOE member each month. This month is slightly different because we have
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=63251443&type=30
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89 new members we'd like to say hello to!
In February, 89 ocean lovers joined CaNOE during our #loveyourocean2017
membership drive. Thanks to your help, we now have over 500 members! We also
gained 50 new Facebook followers and engaged over 1,300 people! Thank you to all
who shared our content and spread the word.
We recruited most of our new ocean friends from BC, and most of the new members
are involved in education--either as educators or students. New members also
indicated an association with either research, communications or industry.
We'd like to give a big shout out to Board Director Jackie Hildering for being our most
enthusiastic recruiter. Check out The Marine Detective to see what Jackie's up to
when she'd not taking fabulous photos, sharing her love and knowledge of the ocean,
and spreading the good word about CaNOE.
And don't worry if you missed the February push - you can join any time and it's free!

BOARD SOUNDINGS and BLUE DRINKS!

CaNOE Directors Heather Murray, Dave Semeniuk, Kayla Glynn, and Anne Stewart enjoy a "blue" drink
together in Victoria!
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CaNOE co-chairs were busy last month having fun helping to organize and host CaNOE's
inaugural Blue Drinks in Victoria. Thirty ocean enthusiasts attended the networking event
on Feb. 27, co-hosted by CaNOE and NAME (Northwest Aquatic and Marine Educators)
at the appropriately named Canoe Brewpub on the Inner Harbour. Conversations and
connections flowed among marine scientists, students, teachers, community educators,
and members of the whale watching industry. There were still a couple of tables engaged
in animated discussion when the organizers departed at 6:30PM!
Hats off to everyone who took up the call to "Love Your Ocean" during February and
invited friends and colleagues to join CaNOE! We are thrilled to welcome 89 new
members and look forward to fresh input and energy in their areas of interest. To prepare
for this growth, we purchased a new membership management system from a Canadian
company called Wild Apricot and invite you to update your profile so we can be more
effective in our communication and collaboration. A HUGE thank you to the small but
mighty team that pulled it all together, especially Kiley Best, Kat Middleton, and Kayla
Glynn!
Looking forward to lots more excitement in 2017 as we get our paddles pulling together
with other organizations to advance ocean literacy!
Co-chairs Heather Murray and Anne Stewart

OTHER UPDATES
JOB OPPORTUNITY!

Our friends at the Canadian Water Resources Association are looking for an
Executive Director. Want to make a difference to how Canada respects and manages
its water? If you have a passion for what you do, have strong organizational skills, and
can think strategically then this position is for you!
Read more here.

DON'T FORGET to REGISTER!

Register for EECOM here.
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=63251443&type=30
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Upcoming Events
Help us promote ocean education events in Canada and beyond by telling us what you or others
are planning. Click here to submit an event for the next SPLASHmail!

MARCH
Drivers of dynamics of small pelagic fish resources - North Pacific Marine Science Organization
(PICES) Symposium 2017
Mar 6-11. Victoria, BC
There has been no global symposium on small pelagic fish (SPF) since 1983; the goal of the
2017 symposium is to revitalize global international cooperation on investigations of SPF and to
identify, discuss and develop a framework to address unanswered questions such as the impact
of climate and/or fishing pressure on the resilience of small pelagic populations using a
comparative approach.
March Break - Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium and Marine Science Centre
March 6-10. St. Andrews, NB
The Fundy Discovery Aquarium welcomes children aged 5 to 11 to participate in hands-on
programs during the week of Monday, March 6th to Friday, March 10th. Programs run from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. daily.
Wiring the Abyss: Adventures in Deep-Sea Engineering - Ocean Networks Canada / University of
Victoria
March 8, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. Victoria, BC
In summer 2016, the Exploration Vessel Nautilus and the Cable Ship Wave Venture worked
together to repair the Barkley Canyon node of ONC's NEPTUNE observatory and lay new cable
across an underwater volcanic ridge off the west coast of Vancouver Island. Learn about
conducting multi-ship operations, using fibre-optic technology, and the challenges of engineering
at 2,600 m depths from a scientist who participated in the mission.
IdeaFest 2017 Event: Sound and the Sea - Ocean Networks Canada / University of Victoria
March 9, 7:00 PM-8:30 PM. Victoria, BC
From the haunting songs of marine mammals to the ear-piercing noise of shipping traffic and
sonar, the ocean is a 24-hour orchestra. Join ONC, UVic researchers, and Cowichan knowledge
holders to learn about recent research on the marine soundscape, the cultural importance of
sound in place-based knowledge, and how bioacoustics are being incorporated into the
classroom.
Floating Ideas Lecture: Jellyfish and Humans - It's Complicated - Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea
March 14, 7:00 PM. Sidney, BC
Featured on CBC’s The Nature of Things, Lucas Brotz was called “Canada’s foremost jellyfish
researcher” by host Dr. David Suzuki. Listen to Lucas Brotz talk about jellyfish populations
and how expected increases may threaten the future of our oceans.
Coastal Connection Vancouver #8 - Knowledge to Action
March 15, 6:30 PM. Vancouver, BC
Coastal Connection Vancouver is an initiative that unites professionals involved with research,
assessment, management, and conservation of marine and freshwater environments. We invite
you to join us for an informal evening of networking in the spectacular waterfront setting of
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=63251443&type=30
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Science World’s Eureka gallery. We will have a series of short talks on the topic of “Knowledge to
Action”
Pacfic Warming: From the Warm Blob to El Niño and Back Again - Ocean Networks Canada /
University of Victoria
March 15, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. Victoria, BC
Between 2013 and 2016 there were a number of dramatic atmosphere-ocean events that
affected the Pacific marine environment and weather over much of the northern hemisphere. This
lecture will examine seasonal atmosphere-ocean dynamics in the region, review large-scale
Pacific patterns, including what led to the warm Blob, and assess the most recent condition
against the background of climate change and global warming. Ideas of what was observed and
might be expected from these major system variations will be presented and discussed.
Public Open House on Wild Salmon Policy Implementation Plan - Fisheries and Oceans Canada
March 16, 6:30 PM-8:30 PM. Vancouver, BC and WebEx Online.
Join Fisheries and Oceans Canada for a Public Open House on development of an updated Wild
Salmon Policy implementation plan. Place: Gallery Room, UBC Robson Square, 800 Robson St.,
Vancouver. Please RVSP to alison.fung@dfo-mpo.gc.ca For those unable to attend in person, a
short WebEx portion will be available to join at 7:00 pm. To join the online meeting, click here. If
a password is required, enter the meeting password: salmon and click "Join".
French Finding Dory Screening and Ocean Program - Halifax Public Libraries & Centre des
Ressources des Familles Militaires
March 18, 1:30 PM. Cole Harbour, NS
Families with young children are invited to join this French viewing of Finding Dory. Prior to the
movie, there will be a presentation on local sea life by Back to the Sea Society and a craft
project.
Thunderbird and Whale: BC's Next Big Earthquake and Tsunami - Ocean Networks Canada /
University of Victoria
March 22, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. Victoria, BC.
On the evening of Jan. 26, 1700, the west coast of North America was rumbling and shaking, and
very large ocean waves washed far inland. Several First Nations remember this as the battle
between a thunderbird and a whale. This is a lecture on ghost forests, strange marine deposits,
and our modern understanding of how the next big one will unfold. Are we prepared?
Sound in the Sea: It's Changing, It's Revealing and It Will Affect Your Supper - Ocean Networks
Canada / University of Victoria
March 29, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. Victoria, BC.
Sound is the most effective way to study the ocean—it’s an amazing tool that is both far-reaching
and informative. We have only just begun to take advantage of what marine life have been using
for millions of years. How can we use sound in the sea? What can it tell us about the ocean and
ourselves? What are the implications of a changing ocean soundscape?

APRIL
International Student Carbon Footprint Challenge - Inquiry to Student Environmental Action
(I2SEA)
April 2017. Worldwide Online.
Secondary school students worldwide calculate their carbon footprints, get a pin for their school
on our school map and then engage in online discussions with their colleagues around the world
to envision solutions to shared environmental challenges. Register by April 10, 2017.
Ocean Explorer After School Program - SeaSmart
April to June 2017, 3:15 PM-4:45 PM. Vancouver, BC (At Various Elementary Schools)
Explore our fascinating oceans from the classroom! Developed by a marine biologist, Sea
Smart’s after school program takes your child on an exciting ocean adventure with fun, interactive
games and activities to learn how we can help our oceans.
The Wonders of the Salish Sea
Apri 11 - May 2, Tuesdays 6:00 PM-8:00 PM (Pacific), and 2 Sat. afternoons. Mt. Pleasant
Community Centre, Vancouver, BC
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=63251443&type=30
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ExploreExplore the uniquely biodiverse, yet fragile, Salish Sea ecosystem with the guidance of
marine scientists, naturalists and environmentalists. For ages 18+.

MAY
SEE Change Environmental Learning Conference - Canadian Environmental Education Network
May 18-21. Acadia University, Wolfville, NS
CaNOE and EECOM are partnering to explore how innovative learning inspires connection to
lands and waters, more sustainable lifestyles, resilient communities and a life-giving planet. Join
us in the Annapolis Valley on the Bay of Fundy at apple blossom time!
3rd Blue Planet Symposium - The Role of the Oceans in Earth's Life Support System
May 31 - June 2. College Park, Maryland, USA
Blue Planet is an initiative of the Group of Earth Observations (GEO) with an overall goal to
ensure the sustained development and use of ocean and coastal observations for the benefit of
society.

JUNE
MERS Marine Naturalist Workshop - Marine Education and Research Society
June 2-4. Campbell River, BC
Intensive 2.5 day workshop on British Columbia's marine mammal species for those working (or
hoping to work) as whale watch naturalists, kayak guides, park staff, or others interested in
gaining a deeper knowledge of the natural history and conservation of BC's marine mammals.
World Ocean Day 2017 Festival - Central Cape Breton Community Ventures Inc.
June 8-11. Iona, Barra Strait, Cape Breton, NS
Our event is to heighten public awareness and appreciation about the value of the Bras d'Or
Lake, Canada's Inland Sea through fun and edutainment.
Fish Passage 2017- The 2017 International Conference on Engineering and Ecohydraulics for
Fish Passage
June 19-21. Oregon State University - Corvallis, Oregon, USA
For those with an interest in advancements in technical fishways, nature-like fishways, stream
restoration and stabilization, dam removal, and the myriad of funding, safety, climate change, and
other socio-economic related issues surrounding connectivity projects.

AND BEYOND...
Summer 2017 Courses and Camps - Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium and Marine Science
Centre
July-August. St. Andrew's, NB
Sharks, whales, seals or sea stars…no matter what your young explorer is passionate about,
there’s a marine experience waiting that is sure to surprise and delight! Registration now open
for summer courses and day camps, filled with fun, hands-on education, activities and marine
animal encounters.
Ocean Adventurer Outdoor Summer Camp - SeaSmart
July 17-21, July 31-Aug 4 & Aug 14-18. Mon-Fri. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM. Acadia Beach, Vancouver,
BC.
Wish your kids would spend less time playing video games or on their phones and more time in
nature? Sea Smart’s outdoor summer camps at the beach get youth excited about our oceans
and empower them to become environmental champions.
Sustainable Oceans 2017 - Seeing Blue: Envisioning our Future Oceans - Students from the
Marine Affairs Program, 2017-2018, Dalhousie University

Sept 22-23. Halifax, NS
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The conference is free and accessible to all who are interested in learning more about the
oceans and marine conservation and stewardship. The Call for Abstracts is now open – deadline
March 5, 2017. Please see the website for details.
European Marine Science Education Association (EMSEA) Conference 2017

Oct 7-10. Valetta, Malta.
EMSEA17 is the fifth annual conference that brings together educators, scientists, policy makers
and ocean enthusiasts from around the globe, not just Europe. Provides an opportunity to share
ideas, collaborate and inspire.

UNSUBSCRIBE
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