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SPLASHmail Events, news and views for the ocean-minded

May 2017

Cool tech, hard science.

Photo credit: Ocean Networks Canada

Earth is oftened called the "ocean planet," but in recent years it has become clear that .....
Our friends at the Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance have a number of links for educators
interested in learning more about seafloor mapping and bringing lessons about this
technology into their classrooms.

Blog Bite
What do you say to an empty room?
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In this month's blog, Sam Andrews tells us about a presentation she made that didn't go
quite as planned. But that was ok, it turned out better!
When far fewer people showed up than were expected for her presentation on marine
litter and pollution, Sam had a tough decision to make. She could cancel the talk, give it
exactly as she had prepared it, or throw her planning to the wind and find another way to
share her knowledge and engage with the small group. Sam chose the third option, and
morphed her presentation into a relaxed discussion of global issues, local impacts, and
personal experience.
In the end, Sam said, "Time ran away with us. Our 45 minute talk followed by questions
turned into a three hour discussion, and I think if I had not ended it there we could have
gone on longer."
Read more about Sam's low turnout - high impact experience on our website.

Ocean Discoveries
Hello There, Giant Sulfur-Powered Shipworm

Kuphus polythalamia. Photo: University of Utah Health
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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An international team of scientists has discovered a giant shipworm, Kuphus polythalamia,
that has a unique method of acquiring nutrients.Their empty shells have been found for
centuries, but this is the first time that a live specimen has been recovered.
"Shipworms" actually comprise a family of bivalves that bury into and consume wood, but
this newly discovered species is unique in that it burrows into marine sediments. Most
other shipworms feed on wood with the help of wood-degrading bacteria that live within
their gills. In contrast, K. polythalamia has a reduced digestive system and relies on
bacteria in its gills which provide energy via hydrogen sulphide in the water.

The research team believes that this organism may provide insight into the evolutionary
history of other invertebrates which rely on hydrogen sulfide as a food source, including
tube worms and mussels living in the deep sea near hydrothermal vents.
Read more here.

Spotlight
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Meet… Naomi
Sea Smart founder and CaNOE member Elaine Leung says "Never underestimate
the positive impact you can have with youth!"
Naomi, one of Sea Smart's 6 year old students, was so inspired by the ocean issues
she learned about in Sea Smart’s Ocean Explorer after school program, that she
decided in lieu of birthday presents, for everyone to give donations to Raincoast
Conservation Foundation's WHaLE project.
Naomi says while jumping up and down, "I LOVE being an Ocean Explorer! It's so
much fun and the oceans are so coooool!", while Naomi's mother Andrea says, "It's
really amazing, Naomi usually can't sit still but Naomi's learned so much and had
such a great time in Ocean Explorer...Naomi won't let me put plastic in her lunches
anymore; everything has to be reusable or wrapped in paper."
Based in Vancouver, BC, Sea Smart is a youth education program that teaches kids
about ocean issues and how they can help. Their mission is to get kids excited about
our oceans and empower them to be environmental champions.
Thank you Naomi for demonstrating to us how much positive difference one person
can create, no matter your age!
Photo credit: Elaine Leung

Ocean Living and Learning
A gentle reminder: CaNOE's Education and Outreach Working Group is still looking for
input into their member survey. They intend to use results from the survey to help create a
database of ocean education resources.
Please take a few minutes to fill out the survey so that CaNOE can provide the resources
you need to help improve ocean literacy!
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30

4/13

3/29/2020

Editor blank content page

Cartoonist Jim Toomey—whose daily comic strip, Sherman’s Lagoon, is syndicated in
more than 250 newspapers in the United States—has joined forces with The Pew
Charitable Trusts to illustrate terms associated with our oceans.
In this episode of his Cartoon Crash Course, learn about how the vast global ocean is
made up of smaller zones. To the naked eye, our oceans look like a huge, endless
expanse of water. In actuality, they’re divided into zones and areas, similar to how land is
segmented into countries and states.
What Are Ocean Zones?

Board Soundings
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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CaNOE is surging ahead this spring, with many hands on deck, all pulling together for
ocean literacy. We are financially sound and very thankful to all of our supporters,
volunteers and partners for keeping the vessel trim.

CaNOE’s AGM will be held on the west coast this year, either in Victoria or Vancouver.
Please let us know if you have a strong preference. We are looking for new board
members to step up for that election.
To close, a big thank you goes out to all of our active volunteers. This volunteer run
society has achieved so much in such a short time, because of the dedication, passion
and hard work of CaNOE volunteers.
Anne and Heather, CaNOE co-chairs

Other Important Stuff

Ocean Networks Canada was proud to celebrate its 5th Annual Ocean Science
Symposium on April 28th and 29th. Bringing together over 70 students and teachers
from 16 different schools across Vancouver Island, Northern BC (Prince Rupert,
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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Kitimat) and the Arctic, this unique event provides students and teachers with
experiences that highlight and explore the interdisciplinary nature of Ocean Science
and Technology.
In addition, the event also recognizes the diversity of ocean-related careers by
bringing in experts in the field such as Dr. Lauren McWhinnie, Dr. Tom Dakin, and
Sara Wickham (to name but a few). Through short presentations and hands-on
activities led by post-secondary students and post-docs, symposium attendees gained
a deep appreciation of the complexity of marine systems. Furthermore, students
began to recognize that their passion for the ocean could intersect with other interests
from biology to physics to engineering. This year ‘s event emphasized the teamwork
and collaboration required from different disciplines to explore and understand the
ocean.
Check out our website to read more about how the participants spent two jam-packed
days exploring marine science and technology.

It's THAT time of the year again! World Oceans Day is June 8th. Want to plan a
special event? Check out the World Oceans Day website for dozens of ideas about
different types of activities. School outreach, art displays, lectures... dream big!

Photo Credit: Oceans Wild at Alberton Elementary School

Marine Education and Research Society
From urban centres to remote communities, if you live on BC's coast, MERS is
striving to be of use to you. MERS is going far and wide to share their work on the
return of Humpback Whales from the brink of extinction - all the good news, their
remarkable feeding strategies, and the need for raised awareness for the sake of
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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whale AND boater safety. Presenter is MERS Education Director and Humpback
Researcher Jackie Hildering aka The Marine Detective.
Presentations continue until September 22, 2017. Check the MERS website for a
complete list of dates and locations.

One final reminder! The See Change Environmental Learning conference cosponsored by CaNOE and EECOM is less than two weeks away! More than 300
people have registered for the full conference, and day rates are still available.
Dr. Boris Worm will be the keynote speaker on Friday, May 19.

https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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For our Nova Scotia Members …and Friends!
Are you attending the EECOM conference? We'll be there, and we're hosting hosting
an "EAT, WALK, and TALK"
Friday, May 19
Wolfville Farmers' Market (24 Elm St.)
Market supper at 5:30PM, Walk at 6:30PM
Meet for scrumptious local sustainable food and conversation at the Farmers' Market
and/or join us for a scenic stroll along the historic Wolfville dyke that has held back the
salty waters of the Minas Basin for nearly three centuries.
Farmers' Market dinner tickets are $16 payable at the door unless you are attending
the Environmental Educators (EECOM) Conference.
Email CaNOE for more info or to reserve a spot!

Upcoming Events
Help us promote ocean education events in Canada and beyond by telling us what you or others
are planning. Click here to submit an event for the next SPLASHmail!

MAY
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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Ocean Explorer After School Program - SeaSmart
April to June 2017, 3:15 PM - 4:45 PM. Vancouver, BC (at various elementary schools)
Explore our fascinating oceans from the classroom! Developed by a marine biologist, Sea
Smart’s after school program takes your child on an exciting ocean adventure with fun, interactive
games and activities to learn how we can help our oceans.
Our Coastal Connection
May 1, 2017 - May 1, 2018. Britannia Shipyards National Historic Site, Richmond, BC
As part of Richmond Celebrates Canada 150, a new exhibit in the Seine Net Loft explores our
historic connection to the local waterways and what we’re doing to keep our rivers and oceans
healthy for future generations.

Positive Planet is Looking for Guest Writers
Anytime. Anywhere!
We are looking for guest writers to contribute a monthly post. We want contributors from all
over, so we get a diverse range of positive stories. Contact Kate Pepler at
kate@positiveplanet.ca today with a short explanation of why you want to write about positive
environmental stories.
Lead a Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup - Vancouver Aquarium and WWF-Canada
Select the date that works best for your team. Nationwide.
Protect our oceans by leading a Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup near you, anywhere land
connects to water. Our national network of volunteer-led cleanups provides Canadians with the
opportunity to take action in their communities, one bit of trash at a time.
SEE Change Environmental Learning Conference - Canadian Environmental Education
Network
May 18-21. Acadia University, Wolfville, NS
CaNOE and EECOM are partnering to explore how innovative learning inspires connection to
lands and waters, more sustainable lifestyles, resilient communities and a life-giving planet.
Join us in the Annapolis Valley on the Bay of Fundy at apple blossom time!
CaNOE Eat, Walk and Talk!
May 19. Wolfville, NS
CaNOE members and friends are invited to meet at 5:30PM for scrumptious local sustainable
food and conversation at the Farmers' Market and or come at 6:30PM for a scenic stroll along
the historic Wolfville dyke that has held back the salty waters of the Minas Basin for nearly
three centuries. Email CaNOE for more info and to reserve a spot!
Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP) Community Workshop - Fisheries and Oceans
Canada
May 19-21. Quesnel, BC
The workshop begins on the Friday night with a welcoming social and displays from
community groups. Saturday sessions will focus on ﬁsh health, Streamkeepers, restoration,
science, education and program pieces. 2017 marks the 40th anniversary of SEP, so it is a
time to celebrate our collective accomplishments.
3rd Blue Planet Symposium - The Role of the Oceans in Earth's Life Support System
May 31 - June 2. College Park, Maryland, USA
Blue Planet is an initiative of the Group of Earth Observations (GEO) with an overall goal to
ensure the sustained development and use of ocean and coastal observations for the beneﬁt
of society.

JUNE
MERS Marine Naturalist Workshop - Marine Education and Research Society
June 2 - 4. Campbell River, BC
Intensive 2.5 day workshop on British Columbia's marine mammal species for those working (or
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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hoping to work) as whale watch naturalists, kayak guides, park staff, or others interested in
gaining a deeper knowledge of the natural history and conservation of BC's marine mammals.
World Ocean Day 2017 Festival - Central Cape Breton Community Ventures Inc.
June 8 - 11. Iona, Barra Strait, Cape Breton, NS
Our event is to heighten public awareness and appreciation about the value of the Bras d'Or
Lake, Canada's Inland Sea through fun and edutainment.
Fish Passage 2017 - The 2017 International Conference on Engineering and Ecohydraulics for
Fish Passage
June 19 - 21. Oregon State University - Corvallis, Oregon, USA
For those with an interest in advancements in technical fishways, nature-like fishways, stream
restoration and stabilization, dam removal, and the myriad of funding, safety, climate change, and
other socio-economic related issues surrounding connectivity projects.
UN Conference?
World Oceans Day Free Family Event
June 3, 10AM - 3PM. Marine Institute, St. John's, NL
Touch a sea cucumber, pilot a ROV, explore a ﬁsheries patrol boat, even listen to the sounds of
whales communicating. There will be face painting and crafts, tons of fun things to see and do for
all ages and it's free! Hosted by the Marine Institute and several ﬁsheries and parks groups.
Our Coastal Connections Exhibit Opening - How our Historic Ties to the Water Have Inﬂuenced
Fascinating Local Sustainability Initiatives
June 3 onward, 10AM - 4PM. Seine Net Loft, Britannia Shipyards National Historic Site,
Richmond, BC
This opening event for the year-long exhibit will engage families with local sustainability
initiatives, including net recycling, protection of eelgrass meadows, green boating (including a
new, free app) and a storytelling mermaid who leads art activities with recycled media.
World Oceans Day - Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea
June 4, 11AM - 3PM. Sidney, BC
Multiple organizations get together to celebrate World Oceans Day in the park at the end of
Beacon Avenue and share interactive programming with the public.
Video Release: "We're Connected (to the Oceans)" - Think About Productions/ Remy Rodden
Music and Song
June 8. Online (YouTube)
Release of a music and lyrics video for an original composition by environmental educator and
singer-songwriter Remy Rodden.
Coastal Crafts: Sea the Ocean Differently - Marine Affairs Student Society of Dalhousie
University
June 10,10AM -12PM. Halifax, NS
Family and child friendly craft day to make ocean animal crafts and help teach children about the
marine environment. All are welcome to join in for this FREE public event at the Halifax Central
Library.
World Oceans Day Live Dives - Fish Eye Project
June 11, approx.12PM and 2PM. Fisherman's Wharf, Victoria, BC
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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For World Oceans Day, Fish Eye Project takes you underwater to discover marine life in real-time
and talk to the diver. We will be looking at life growing on artiﬁcial reef (ﬂoat homes) at
Fisherman's Wharf.. Please conﬁrm times on the website closer to the date.
RBCM Fieldtrippers: In-seine Sailﬁns, Shrimps and Sea Slugs - Friends of Uplands Park (FOUP)
and the Royal BC Museum
June 25, 9:30-11:30AM. Victoria, BC
Join researchers from the Royal BC Museum at the north end of Willows Beach, Oak Bay, to
learn about the creatures brought in to shore by a seine net. FOUP will share small nets and
containers to help you collect. Water shoes needed. Donations to the Royal BC Museum
appreciated.
SUMMER
Summer 2017 Courses and Camps - Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium and Marine Science
Centre
July - August. St. Andrew's, NB
Sharks, whales, seals or sea stars…no matter what your young explorer is passionate about,
there’s a marine experience waiting that is sure to surprise and delight! Registration now open
for summer courses and day camps, filled with fun, hands-on education, activities and marine
animal encounters.
Ocean Adventurer Outdoor Summer Camp - SeaSmart
July 17 - 21, July 31 - Aug 4 & Aug 14 - 18. Mon - Fri. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Acadia Beach,
Vancouver, BC
Wish your kids would spend less time playing video games or on their phones and more time in
nature? Sea Smart’s outdoor summer camps at the beach get youth excited about our oceans
and empower them to become environmental champions.
Introduction to Marine Biology - Huntsman Marine Science Centre
July 10-14. St. Andrews, NB
A fun hands-on introduction to marine biology and Bay of Fundy research projects. Discover the
diversity of invertebrates, ﬁsh, seabirds and mammals that live in and around the Bay of Fundy.
Introduction to Marine Mammal & Seabirds - Huntsman Marine Science Centre
July 24-28. St. Andrews, NB
Discover the diversity of whales, porpoise, seals and seabirds that live in and around the Bay of
Fundy. Open to students 15-18 years old and family members.
All Things Marine - Huntsman Marine Science Centre
August 8-11. St. Andrews, NB
A hands-on introduction to marine biology, with a little bit of maritime history. Open to families and
friends, 10 years old and over.

AND BEYOND...
Summer 2017 Courses and Camps - Huntsman Fundy Discovery Aquarium and Marine Science
Centre
July - August. St. Andrew's, NB
Sharks, whales, seals or sea stars…no matter what your young explorer is passionate about,
there’s a marine experience waiting that is sure to surprise and delight! Registration now open
https://canoe.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/templates/details/?code=65823768&type=30
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for summer courses and day camps, filled with fun, hands-on education, activities and marine
animal encounters.
Ocean Adventurer Outdoor Summer Camp - SeaSmart
July 17 - 21, July 31 - Aug 4 & Aug 14 - 18. Mon - Fri. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Acadia Beach,
Vancouver, BC
Wish your kids would spend less time playing video games or on their phones and more time in
nature? Sea Smart’s outdoor summer camps at the beach get youth excited about our oceans
and empower them to become environmental champions.
Sustainable Oceans 2017 - Seeing Blue: Envisioning our Future Oceans - Students from the
Marine Affairs Program, 2017 - 2018, Dalhousie University

Sept 22 - 23. Halifax, NS
The conference is free and accessible to all who are interested in learning more about the
oceans and marine conservation and stewardship. The Call for Abstracts is now open – deadline
March 5, 2017. Please see the website for details.
European Marine Science Education Association (EMSEA) Conference 2017

Oct 7 - 10. Valetta, Malta
EMSEA17 is the fifth annual conference that brings together educators, scientists, policy makers
and ocean enthusiasts from around the globe, not just Europe. Provides an opportunity to share
ideas, collaborate and inspire.

UNSUBSCRIBE
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